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SATA Achievement Awards

It has been agreed to launch an award scheme this year to recognise the outstanding achievements of individuals or
organisations in promoting and delivering SATA's aim and in providing transport and transport-related services and
facilities for disabled people. Recognition will be for life-time or similar work or particular projects.

Awards will be given to an individual or organisation. They will be given both to SATA members and non-members working
in a paid or unpaid capacity in any sector, voluntary, public or private. Generally nobody will receive more than one award.

Awards will be made annually or at such intervals as decided by the Management Committee. In this first year they will be
presented after the SATA AGM on 13th September 2012 at the Norton Park Conference Centre in Edinburgh. We shall look
to invite a high profile person to make the presentations. Awards will not carry financial reward but will be in the form of a
framed citation or certificate. Only one or two Awards will be given each year.

Nominations will be invited in April from SATA members and non-members and must be submitted by 15th June 2012. 
They must be made on a signed nomination form with details of the person or group nominated and reasons why an award
should be made They must be kept confidential.

For further information contact Mike Harrison on 0131 448 0930 or email him at mike@mahprojects.co.uk

Abolition of DPTAC

You will recall that we put out a Briefing Paper last July and held a special meeting with representatives from Inclusion
Scotland and other organisations. Mark Lazarowicz (MP) for North Edinburgh and Leith) attended having spoken on the
matter in the second reading debate in Westminster on the Public Bodies Bill. Our ensuing response made the case for
retaining DPTAC as a statutory body and rejected the alternative options. The Bill went into its committee stage in the
autumn was subsequently passed. A consultation document is promised by the DfT on successor arrangements but is
taking a long time to appear. When it does we shall circulate it and hold another meeting for those interested.

Meanwhile DPAC members continue to meet including John Ballantine from Scotland. But they are getting less support
from a reduced secretariat.

Waverley Station

Network Rail's long-awaited Waverley Steps improvement project has now been completed apart from the installation of a
lift..

Major work on renewing the roof and improving access from Market Street continues. It has also been announced that
from the end of July this year all vehicles will be denied access apart from a limited number of delivery vehicles. This is
for security reasons.  Taxi ranks and drop-off points will be re-located to Waverley Bridge and Market Street. Many people
have expressed concern, not least organisations which provide transport for disabled people to and from the station.
Rather late in the day, Network Rail has offered to form a user group and invites comments and suggestions. Contact
Craig Bowman, Communications Manager, Network Rail, Tel 0141 555 4108 or to craig.bowman@networkrail.co.uk

Scottish Bus and Coach Accessibility Forum
We are no further forward to getting a national accessibility forum on bus and coach travel. As we have previously said,
Transport Scotland's Scottish Rail Accessibility Forum and Roads for All Forum have both worked well, with the



involvement of both industry representatives and disabled people. SATA wants to see a similar forum on bus and coach
services and there has been correspondence with Transport Scotland to try to establish the case. It would be the best way
of achieving regular dialogue on a range of issues such as the loss of socially necessary services especially in rural areas,
progress on getting low-floor vehicles into service across the whole of Scotland, ironing out problems with the Entitlement
Card and reader machines, etc.

Paul White from the Confederation of Public Transport in Scotland, which speaks for bus operators, addressed our February
meeting and was receptive to the idea. However,  the Scottish Government's Transport Minister, Keith Brown, replying to a
letter from SATA, turned down our idea, saying rather that he intends to create a Bus Stakeholders Group.

It would "consider strategic bus policy and specifically how it is delivered locally" and core members of the group will be
"representatives of all parts of the Scottish bus industry". In addition "guest speakers" will be given the opportunity to
attend "to introduce different transport perspectives and to stimulate debate".Although a step forward, and we hope that
SATA will be invited to take part, this falls far short of what we asked for and is needed.

SEStran Thistle Assistance Card

SEStran, the South East of Scotland Transport Partnership, has issued a revised version of the Thistle Travel Card now
branded as the SEStran Thistle Assistance Card. They are available from SEStran, tel. 0131 524 5150 or email:
enquiries@sestran.gov.uk  We hope it will be used as a model for other Regional Transport Partnerships to produce their
versions and so get Scotland-wide coverage.

Ferries Review Action Plan

Details of the plan been circulated to members and responses are required by 30 March. If you have comments to make
please send them in as soon as possible.

Responsible Parking Bill
Last year Ross Finnie consulted on his Proposed Regulation of Dropped Kerbs and Pavement Parking (Scotland) Bill.  SATA and
many of our members actively supported his proposals. Mr Finnie was not returned after the election but now another
MSP, Joe Fitzpatrick, is taking it forward. Supported by an 'Alliance Group' led by Living Streets Scotland. The bill will be
radically different from the one proposed by Ross Finnie and will be called 'The Obstructive Parking Bill' It will allow
action to be taken against vehicles which blocked pavements and dropped kerbs or were double parked. It will be more
robust with enforcement measures. The launch would be at the end of March with responses by May/June and
presentation to the Scottish Parliament in September.

Keith Irvine from Living Streets Scotland who is heading the Alliance Group, will speak at our next SATA meeting in
Glasgow on 17th May.

SATA AGM

This year's AGM will take place on Thursday 13th September at the Norton Park Conference Centre in Edinburgh followed
by the SATA Achievement Award ceremony and a Full Meeting of members. As for other meetings, papers will be
circulated by Frances Simpson our Meetings Organiser/Minute Secretary.

SATA subscription renewals and new members

The renewal of subscriptions for the financial year 2012/13 will be due on 1st April. If invoices are required these can be
sent out. Enquiries and payments should be addressed to our Treasurer, John Ballantine, 8/1 North Weber Place, Edinburgh
EH4 1TF Tel. 0131 476 4104.

We are looking to increase our membership number substantially over the coming year. So firstly please renew your own
subscription and secondly recruit others, either to join as individuals or as a group. If you know people who would be
interested, especially amongst transport operators, we urge you to approach them or let us have names and contact
details.

Thank you for your continuing support.

What's happening with you?

Please share your news with us or provide a link to where people can access the latest information about developments in
your area. Send it by post or email to:

Alan Rees MBE
Secretary
SATA
20 Seaforth Drive
Edinburgh EH4 2BZ
Tel. 0131 315 3006
Email: at.rees@sol.co.uk

Thank you and good wishes!
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